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The Thief 
 
During the reign of Queen Victoria, a very imaginative prison governor 
in London chose a text to be painted above the altar in the prison 
chapel. The text, which the prisoners will have seen every day, was  
(1 Thessalonians 5.2),  
 
The Lord will come as a thief in the night.  
 
Jesus the burglar is not much discussed by theologians but sets the 
tone for the following rather disturbing discussion (1 Thessalonians 
5.3). 
 
When they say, ‘There is peace and security,’ then sudden destruction 
will come upon them…and there will be no escape.   
 
Both the image of Jesus the thief and the image of sudden destruction, 
like a house collapsing in a flood, are shown how sudden change can 
overwhelm us. If we refuse to see the suffering of others, we will have 
very meagre resources to draw on in a time of need.  
 
In reading these alarming passages, early Christians often focussed 
on Jesus as the one who rescues us.  We often imagine rescue in 
miraculous even over-the-top ways, as when Batman or Wonder 
Woman flies in to save the day. However, the images of rescue which 
are given in the Epistles often describe God’s presence in quite 
ordinary things. We are called to co-operate with God’s grace in caring 
for those around us. Paul says (2 Corinthians 1.10), 
 
The God “who rescued us from so deadly a peril will continue to 
rescue us.” 
 
We won’t be abandoned by God to destruction, ever.  
 
So how useful do you find the Scriptural image of Jesus coming 
suddenly, “as a thief in the night”? 
How do you understand Christ’s rescue of us all, both now and 
ultimately? 
Have you ever been called to participate in the ministry of rescue in 
your daily life? 
 
 
The Very Revd Peter Bradley DL 
The Dean 



• The Church of Uyo (Nigeria)  

• The Area Deanery of Adwick-le-Street  

• All those affected by the earthquake in Iran and Iraq 

• An end to all acts of inequality, discrimination, violence and  

 disharmony  

Please remember in your prayers: 

In Residence. The Cathedral clergy are always very happy to make arrangements 

for individual conversations with people, or to hear confessions. Please ring the 

main Cathedral switchboard (0114 275 3434) or the Canon in Residence mobile 

(07534 653 333) and we will ensure that one of the clergy rings you back within 24 

hours. 

 

Toddlers. The toddler group has started up again. We meet on Thursdays during 

term time. If you’d like to find out more about what we do contact Beth on 

beth.keith@sheffield-cathedral.org.uk or talk to Helen Lings or Trisha Morgan at 

coffee after the Sunday Eucharist. We are always on the lookout for volunteers to 

join the team.  

 

Know Your Cathedral Series for Seniors: Margaret Garner, our Cathedral 

Historian, presents 'The Impact of Protestant Reformation'. Find out about some of 

the changes and challenges which this momentous event brought to Sheffield's 

Parish Church. Please gather in the seating at the front of the nave. The talk is on 

Thursday 30 November, meeting in the Nave, and will begin at 14.00 followed by 

refreshments at about 14.45. The talk is free, there is no need to book and all are 

welcome. 

 

Silent Night, Lonely Night: The Cathedral Archer Project (CAP) is raising money 

to fund work that changes the lives of those living on the streets. They are asking 

you to donate to their Silent Night, Lonely Night campaign and help make a 

difference.   

 

Donations can be made online or by text (XCAP17 £5 to 70070) 

For those who are homeless Christmas is just another day.  CAP offers a tailored 

1:1 support service. They provide a safe, warm and welcoming space throughout 

the year that seeks to provide hope, support and laughter.  



This year attendances of people who use the centre have risen and the number of 

breakfasts provided has increased by 26%.  The Campaign is asking for a £5 

donation to changes lives.  

 

Chris came to CAP after being in prison due to substance misuse and crimes 

associated with his habit. He wanted to remain clean, but had nowhere to go.  The 

Project helped him to find a flat, supported him to remain clean, and employed him 

through their program Just Works.  He is now in stable accommodation and back in 

contact with his family.  

 

In his words, “What the Archer Project has given me is no less than life, they have 

literally given me life. I was literally homeless with nowhere to go and nothing to 

do.” 

 

For more details or to make a donation, please visit their website at 

www.archerproject.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collections. If you are a UK taxpayer you can increase the value of your gift to the 

Cathedral by up to 25% at no extra cost to yourself. Placing your gift in a Gift Aid 

envelope will enable us to reclaim this amount, but only if you complete all the 

details on the envelope every time you use one. Please take time to enter your title 

and full name on the envelope, then seal your donation in the envelope and place it 

in the collection.  

 

 
Date Total 

W/E Sunday 29 October £424.42 

W/E Sunday 5 November £457.84 

W/E Sunday 12 November £556.22 



What’s on this week? 

Sunday 19 November 
The Second Sunday before Advent 
08.00 Holy Communion 
09.30 Morning Prayer  
10.30 The Cathedral Eucharist 
10.30 Godly Play (Hilton Room) 
14.30 Confirmation Preparation 

Group (Town Trust Room)  
16.00 Evensong  
 
Monday 20 November 
08.45 Morning Prayer  
12.30 Eucharist 
13.00 Guided Meditation   
16.30 Evening Prayer  
 
Tuesday 21 November 
08.45 Morning Prayer 
12.30 Eucharist 
17.45 Evensong 
19.30 Tuesday Gathering 
 
Wednesday 22 November 
08.45 Morning Prayer 
10.30 Holy Communion, BCP 
17.45 Evensong 
 
Thursday 23 November 
08.45 Morning Prayer 
10.00 Cathedral Toddler Group 

(Nave)  
11.45 Archer Project Weekly  
 Prayers (Crypt Chapel of All 

Saints)  
12.30 Eucharist 
17.45 Evensong 
 
 
 
 

Friday 24 November 
08.45 Morning Prayer 
12.30 Eucharist 
17.45 Evensong 
 
Saturday 25 November 
10.00 Morning Prayer 
10.30 Eucharist 
15.00 Evening Prayer  
19.30 Sheffield Oratorio Chorus  
 Concert (Nave)  
 
Sunday 26 November 
Christ the King 
08.00 Holy Communion 
09.30 Morning Prayer  
10.30 The Cathedral Eucharist with 

Confirmation 
 Preacher:  
 The Bishop of Doncaster 
 Readings:  
 Ephesians 1. 15 - end;  
 Matthew 25. 31 - end 
10.30 Godly Play (Hilton Room) 
12.30 30 Minutes of Theology 
 (Parker Transept) 
16.00 Evensong  
 Preacher:  
 The Revd Dr Beth Keith 
 Readings:  
 1 Maccabees 2. 15 - 29;  
 Matthew 28. 16 - end 
 
 

For a full details of all our services, including music, please pick up a  

‘Liturgy and music at the Cathedral’ booklet from the Welcome Desk. 


