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“Prepare the way of the Lord” 

 

These words from the prophecy of Isaiah, foretell the coming of Jesus 

and the role that John was to play in preparing the way and calling 

people to a mindset of repentance and preparation. It was a difficult 

message to proclaim, and perhaps even harder to hear, for it was a 

genuine challenge to communities and individuals who had in some 

way lost a sense of direction and purpose. At a time of political and 

cultural tension and in the face of Roman occupation it was hard to 

find an authentic voice offering a clear way forward and John was to 

be one offering such an approach. 

 

In the midst of the current tensions in the world, whether in Middle 

East, or indeed in the discussions around which path Brexit might 

take, it is perhaps crucial for all of us to raise our degree of 

commitment and our engagement with the hope presented to us in the 

Gospel. Jesus, whose coming we so clearly anticipate through Advent, 

is the one who brings hope and, through the activity of the Holy Spirit, 

is the one who will transform the world and the relationships within it. 

 

So as we recall today the life and ministry of John the Baptist, we 

should not think he is too austere and difficult a character for us to 

connect with, but rather share in his sense of longing and expectation 

and seek to work for the creation of peace, and the reconciliation and 

forgiveness essential to the transformation of lives and communities. 

 

 

Canon Christopher Burke 

Vice Dean and Canon Precentor 



• The Church in Western North Carolina  

• In the diocese of Sheffield, St Gabriel Greystones  

• The work of the Cathedral Archer Project, Crisis at Christmas 
 and the Salvation Army 

Please remember in your prayers: 

In Residence. The Cathedral clergy are always very happy to make 

arrangements for individual conversations with people, or to hear 

confessions. Please ring the main Cathedral switchboard (0114 275 3434) or 

the Canon in Residence mobile (07534 653 333) and we will ensure that one 

of the clergy rings you back within 24 hours. 

 

The bumper Christmas edition of the Notices will run from Sunday 17 

December 2017 to Saturday 6 January 2018. If you have any items you wish 

to place in the notices please email them to Nicola (nicola.burgin@sheffield-

cathedral.org.uk) no later than 12.00 noon on Thursday 14 December.  

 

Toddlers. The toddler group has started up again. We meet on Thursdays 

during term time. If you’d like to find out more about what we do contact Beth 

on beth.keith@sheffield-cathedral.org.uk or talk to Helen Lings or Trisha 

Morgan at coffee after the Sunday Eucharist. We are always on the lookout 

for volunteers to join the team.  

 

Music Department. Joshua Hales, our Assistant Director of Music, has left 

the Cathedral. We are hoping to appoint a person to a temporary post. We 

plan to advertise for the next Assistant Director some time in the new year.   

 

Cathedral Weekend Away. The Mission and Ministry Committee are 

planning a Cathedral Weekend Away in Autumn 2018. A time to pray reflect 

socialise together as a community. Possible venues will be within 2 hours 

drive of Sheffield. Friday evening until Sunday afternoon to include meals 

from Friday supper to Sunday lunch.  Accommodation cost from £150-£200.  



If you would like to register your interest, so that a provisional booking can be 

made, please email sally@holding.sh, or talk to a Churchwarden (Helen 

Wragg, Roy Wheeler) by Sunday 17 December 2017. 

 

Bible Reading Fellowship Notes. The next issue, covering the period 

January – April 2018, will be available for collection in the Cathedral on 

Sundays 3 and 10 December for those who have ordered them, after which 

any remaining copies will be placed in the congregational letter rack.    

New members of the group are always most welcome.  If you would like to 

find out more about the different editions of the Notes, subscriptions, etc. 

please contact Barbara Hickman in church or via the Cathedral Office (0114 

275 3434 or enquiries@sheffield-cathedral.org.uk).    

 

A journey through Acts. Six Bible studies on the Acts of the Apostles, led by 

the Revd Capt Ian Maher CA. Beginning in the New Year, the sessions will 

take place on Tuesdays (January 16, 23, 30 and February 6, 13, 20),  

from 13.30 - 14.30 in the Town Trust Room. If you are interested in attending, 

please have a word with Ian or email him at ian.maher@sheffield-

cathedral.org.uk as it will help to have an idea of numbers. 

 

 

 

 

Collections. If you are a UK taxpayer you can increase the value of your gift 

to the Cathedral by up to 25% at no extra cost to yourself. Placing your gift in 

a Gift Aid envelope will enable us to reclaim this amount, but only if you 

complete all the details on the envelope every time you use one. Please take 

time to enter your title and full name on the envelope, then seal your donation 

in the envelope and place it in the collection.  

 

 Date Total 

W/E Sunday 19 November £601.47 

W/E Sunday 26 November £739.98 

W/E Sunday 3 December £584.54 



What’s on this week? 

Sunday 10 December 
The Second Sunday of Advent 
08.00 Holy Communion 
09.30 Morning Prayer  
10.30 The Cathedral Eucharist 
10.30 Godly Play (Hilton Room) 
12.30 30 Minutes of Theology 
 (Parker Transept) 
14.00 St Luke’s Hospice Carol  
 Service 
16.00 Evensong  
 
Monday 11 December 
08.45 Morning Prayer  
12.30 Eucharist 
13.00 Guided Meditation   
16.30 Evening Prayer  
 
Tuesday 12 December 
08.45 Morning Prayer 
12.30 Eucharist 
17.45 Evensong 
 
Wednesday 13 December 
08.45 Morning Prayer 
10.30 Holy Communion, BCP 
17.45 Evensong 
 
Thursday 14 December 
08.45 Morning Prayer 
11.45 Archer Project Weekly  
 Prayers (Crypt Chapel of  
 All Saints)  
12.30 Eucharist 
14.00 Seniors’ Action Team  
 Film Tea 
17.45 Evensong 
 
 
 

Friday 15 December 
08.45 Morning Prayer 
10.30 Eucharist 
12.30 Cathedral Archer Project 

Carol Service 
17.45 Evensong 
 
Saturday 16 December 
09.00 Morning Prayer 
09.30 Eucharist 
11.00 Carols Galore 
13.00 Carols Galore 
15.00 Evening Prayer  
19.30 Christmas Brass and Voices 

Concert 
 
Sunday 17 December 
The Third Sunday of Advent 
08.00 Holy Communion 
09.30 Morning Prayer  
10.30 The Cathedral Eucharist 
 Preacher: The Dean  
 Readings:  
 Isaiah 61. 1 - 4, 8 - end; 
 1 Thessalonians 5. 16 - 24; 
 John 1. 6 - 8, 19 - 28 
10.30 Godly Play (Hilton Room) 
16.00 Evensong with a Ceremony 

of Carols 
20.00 Carols by Candlelight 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a full details of all our Christmas Services and Concerts please pick up a leaflet or 

see our website www.sheffieldcathedral.org 


