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Who said we agreed…..? 
 
If nothing else the last few weeks have reminded the Church of     
England of some of the many areas where it has found it difficult to 
gather agreement. Whether it has been the way we approach the 
reading of scripture, the way we understand the interconnection  
between gender and ministry, or the response we make to the diverse 
range of sexuality present in those sharing in ministry, lay or ordained. 
One thing that seems to be clear – is that we are having some          
difficulty in establishing agreement. To those outside the Church this 
can seem as though we are not responding to the challenges faced by 
contemporary society, or, much worse, that we are institutionally      
reinforcing positions of prejudice. It is understandable that in the last 
couple of weeks there have been many conversations exploring the 
approach of the Church to gender and sexuality and many questions 
have been asked. 
 
Nothing I write now is likely to change that situation, I simply want to 
reflect on some of the commonly held realities that perhaps we can 
hold onto in the midst of such diversity of opinion, especially when that 
diversity is expressed in ways which are painful to many in the Church 
and outside it. The Archbishop spoke of our shared humanity and that 
we are each created and loved by God – we are not here talking about 
“problems”, but people. For many of those affected by this debate 
have been only a blessing to the Church and the communities 
amongst whom they serve. That is something we can all hold to and 
celebrate and which should shape the way we relate to one another. 
 
We have also been reminded, by Bishop Philip and many others, that 
we are in danger of spending our time looking at these questions 
whilst overlooking the huge questions faced by wider society and the 
great opportunities present for life changing mission and ministry – not 
least in areas of deprivation. There is a real invitation that we hold 
these discussions in perspective. 
 
We may spend some time finding any lasting answers to questions of 
gender and sexuality, but let us hope that as we do that we can find a 
common pathway which allows us all to share enthusiastically  
in God’s mission of love to the world – something to which  
we are all called. 
 
 
Canon Christopher Burke 
Vice Dean and Canon Precentor 
 
 



 The Church in Pakistan 

 The Area Deanery of Adwick-le-Street 

 Those living on the streets 

 All suffering from anxiety 

Please remember in your prayers: 

In Residence from Monday 20 to Sunday 26 February is Canon Keith Farrow.  

The Cathedral clergy are always very happy to make arrangements for  

individual conversations with people, or to hear Confessions. Please ring the main 

Cathedral switchboard (0114 275 3434) or the Canon in Residence mobile (07534 

653 333) and we will ensure that one of the clergy rings you back within 24 hours. 

 

A message from the family of Jean Walker: It is with great sadness we  

announce the sudden, yet peaceful passing of Jean Walker on 5 February.   

Jean had many good friends amongst the Cathedral community and we would like 

to thank them for the love and support they have given Jean over the years.   

For those wishing to pay their respects, the family will be announcing funeral  

arrangements in due course. 

 

Candlesticks marking the work of the Cathedral Archer Project are on display 

in Old St George’s Chapel. 

 

Designed by artist Sarah Staton, each one represents an individual that the project 

has supported.  A catalogue with the photos of all the candlesticks and stories is 

available in The Cathedral Shop for a £10 donation towards the work of the project.  

  

Song and Silence. An opportunity to sing in gentle harmony and sit in silence.  

 

The last in the current series is on 8 March in the Chapel of the Holy Spirit. These 

lunchtime sessions are standalone events, with no pre-booking and no charge,   

arriving from 13.00, starting at 13.10 and finishing by 13.55.  

 

About the session: we will be learning simple rounds and chants in four-part  

harmony: sacred songs of joy, gladness, sadness and peace from a variety of 

sources from the Judeo-Christian tradition. The silence that follows offers the  



opportunity to be still, or to pray or meditate.  

 

All the songs will be taught by ear with simple hand movements - no musical  

experience needed. Someone will lead each part, so no-one will be on their own.  

 

All are welcome: churchgoers and non-churchgoers, Christians and non-Christians, 

all those seeking to open themselves to or deepen their experience of God.  

 

Treasury begins countdown to new £1 coin. The Government has issued a  

reminder that the new £1 coin will be introduced in just 6 weeks’ time (on 28 March 

2017). It is important that all round £1 coins are returned – either by being spent or 

taken directly to the bank – before 15 October 2017 when they lose their legal  

tender status.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collections. If you are a UK taxpayer you can increase the value of your gift to the 

Cathedral by up to 25% at no extra cost to yourself. Placing your gift in a Gift Aid 

envelope will enable us to reclaim this amount, but only if you complete all the  

details on the envelope every time you use one. Please take time to enter your title 

and full name on the envelope, then seal your donation in the envelope and place it 

in the collection.  

 

 

 

 

Date Total 

W/E Sunday 29 January £823.10 

W/E Sunday 5 February £426.45 

W/E Sunday 12 February £425.70 



 

What’s on this week? 

Sunday 19 February 
The Second Sunday before Lent 
08.00 Holy Communion 
09.30 Morning Prayer  
10.30 The Cathedral Eucharist 
10.30 Godly Play (Hilton Room) 
16.00 Evening Prayer with Hymns  
 
Monday 20 February 
08.45 Morning Prayer 
12.30 Eucharist 
13.00 Guided Meditation 
16.30 Evening Prayer  
17.00 Chapter Meeting 
 
Tuesday 21 February 
08.45 Morning Prayer 
12.30 Eucharist 
16.30 Evening Prayer  
18.30 Mission and Ministry  
 Committee Meeting 
 
Wednesday 22 February 
08.45 Morning Prayer 
10.30 Holy Communion, BCP 
12.15 Fabric Advisory Committee 

Meeting (Town Trust Room)  
16.30 Evening Prayer  
 
Thursday 23 February 
08.45 Morning Prayer 
11.45 Archer Project Weekly  
 Prayers 
12.30 Eucharist 
16.30 Evening Prayer  
 
 
 
 

Friday 24 February 
08.45 Morning Prayer 
12.30 Eucharist 
13.15 Lunchtime Recital:  
 Paul Wilkinson [piano] 
16.30 Evening Prayer  
 
Saturday 25 February 
10.00 Morning Prayer 
10.30 Eucharist 
11.00 Saturday @ the Cathedral 
 A service for young  
 families 
15.00 Evening Prayer  
 
Sunday 26 February 
The Sunday Next before Lent 
08.00 Holy Communion 
09.30 Morning Prayer  
10.30 The Cathedral Eucharist 
 Preacher: The Revd  
 Captain Ian Maher CA  
 Readings:  
 2 Peter 1. 16 - end;  
 Matthew 17. 1 - 9 
16.00 Evening Prayer with 

Hymns   
 Preacher: Captain Michael 

Collyer CA 
 Readings:  
 2 Kings 2. 1 - 12;  
 Matthew 17. 9 - 23 
 
 
 
 
 

For a full details of all our services, including music, please pick up a  

‘Liturgy and music at the Cathedral’ booklet from the Welcome Desk. 


