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Ministers of reconciliation 
Ordination Service 
Sheffield Cathedral 
26th June, 2016 
2 Corinthians 5.17-6.2 
 
It’s very good this afternoon to welcome all of you to your 
Cathedral and to share in the ordination of Ed as priest and Tom 
and David as deacons.  We gather with them to give thanks for 
them, to pray for them and to surround them with love at this 
moment in their lives.  We pray for the parishes and communities 
where they will serve now and in the future.   
 
I hope the practical arrangements go well.  When I was ordained 
priest a long time ago, the coach trip was a disaster.  The ordination 
was in St Paul’s Cathedral.  My parish had planned an open air 
picnic in Regents Park.  It poured down with rain.  The picnic had to 
be brought back to the Church Hall.  Some people never got the 
message. Some were left behind and went to the park anyway.  It 
was like an episode of Dad’s Army.   
 
I would like us to ponder this afternoon these words from our first 
reading, which we will use later in the service at the Welcome. 
 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself and has given us 
the message of reconciliation.   
 
Reconciliation is at the heart of the ministry of a deacon and priest.  
Reconciliation is at the heart of our service this day. 
 
The world needs peacemakers.  The United Kingdom woke up on 
Friday morning to a momentous decision after the Referendum on 
the European Union. Some of us in Church this afternoon will have 
voted to remain as part of the EU.  Some of us here will have voted 
to leave. Perhaps some could not make up their minds.  It’s been 
said over the weekend that Referendum day will be one of those 
days we always remember like the death of Princess Diana or the 
moon landing.   



 2 

 
How ever we voted, it is clear from the result that we are a nation 
divided on what kind of future we should have.  London, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland take a different view from the rest of England.  
The young take a different view from older people. Graduates take 
one view, non-graduates another.  Families are divided.  
Communities are divided.  The country is divided.   
 
We don’t have to look far to see that reconciliation is needed in our 
wider world.  There is conflict and instability in every direction. We 
are living through the biggest global migration of people in history.  
On Friday I will be at the site of the Battle of the Somme with a 
delegation from South Yorkshire, remembering those who gave 
their lives from this region in that dreadful conflict and practicing 
reconciliation.   
 
We don’t have to look hard around us to see divided communities 
across this Diocese.  It’s not difficult to see fractures and bitter 
feuds in families: between husbands and wives, between parents 
and children.  Small disputes can result in years of people not 
speaking to each other.  We live with the ever present danger of 
division on the grounds of race or gender or sexuality.   
 
And it is not hard to see the need for reconciliation of women and 
men with God.  Our society has moved away from Christian faith 
over several generations.  People have fewer and fewer resources 
to cope with the major challenges of life, People lack hope, They 
lack a sense of meaning and significance in their lives, They are less 
able to cope with serious illness and death and bereavement.  
There is less that holds families together in troubled times.  The 
people around us are strangers to God who made them and who 
loves them and who calls them home. 
 
What is the calling of the Church in such a time as this?  What does 
God ask of his people? 
 
It is now as it was in the days of St Paul.  We are called to be people 
who make peace and bring peace in this troubled world.  We are 
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the bridge over troubled waters.  God has given us the message of 
reconciliation.   
 
Our calling as a whole church is to teach the faith again, to young 
and old, to poor and rich, in every place.  Our calling is to teach the 
faith with confidence, to awaken out of our slumber and lack of 
confidence and offer those around us the gospel of life and hope.   
 
Our calling as a whole church is to be instruments of love and 
agents of reconciliation in our communities.  Our call is to help 
people first be reconciled to God in baptism and then be reconciled 
to God’s people in the Eucharist.  Our call is to grow Christians who 
will themselves build bridges and overcome divisions in our 
parishes and in God’s world.   
 
Ed and Tom and David are ordained today to lead us in this ministry 
of reconciliation.   
 
Deacons are ordained not for the sake of the Church but for the 
sake of the world.  You must set them free this year to work and 
listen to the wider parish and communities in which they are set.  
You must continue to set them free in the years to come to serve 
our wider society for they will be deacons for the rest of their lives.   
 
In the words of the Bishop’s declaration: “Deacons are to serve the 
community in which they are set, bringing to the Church the needs 
and hopes of all the people.  They are to work with their fellow 
members in searching out the poor and weak, the sick and the 
lonely and those who are oppressed and powerless, reaching into 
the forgotten corners of the world that the love of God may be 
made visible”. 
 
Priests are called to be agents of reconciliation as a focus of their 
ministry, knitting together a divided world.  In the words of the 
ordination prayer: “May they reconcile what is divided, heal what is 
wounded and restore what is lost…..so shall a people made whole 
in Christ offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to you our God and 
Father”. 
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Imperfect as we are, we are called to be a Church of reconciliation.  
Every priest and deacon here is called to be a peace maker, to be 
reconciled, to seek forgiveness and to extend forgiveness to others 
so that the Body of Christ is healed and made new. 
 
What then shall we do with our internal disputes and divisions?  
Our differences of emphasis, the places where we disagree.   We 
need to grow up.  We need to sort them out.  We need to put them 
behind us.  Particularly those of us called to be ministers of 
reconciliation.   
 
My observation is that the more time we spend in churchy things 
and churchy matters, the more important these issues become.  
The more time we spend engaging with the world around us and 
remember our common calling, the more they fall into perspective.  
We will still see things differently.  But that is in the perspective of 
all that we have in common, and the need to engage in God’s 
mission in a world which so desperately needs the gospel.   
 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself and has given us 
the message of reconciliation.   
 
I want to end if I may be focusing on what has become for me one 
of the most moving phrases in the ordination service.   
 
The Bishop says these words to the ordinands immediately before 
we pray: 
 
You cannot bear the weight of this calling in your own strength but 
only by the grace and power of God.  Pray therefore that your heart 
may daily be enlarged and your understanding of the Scriptures 
enlightened.   
 
All of us called to ministry need larger hearts.  I struggled to say 
those words at yesterday’s ordination.  For some months I have 
been praying and asking God to pray that my own heart would be 
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enlarged to love the Church in another Diocese as much as I have 
been able to love the Church in this Diocese.   
 
To love the Church is the calling of the priest and deacon.  Three 
times Jesus asks Peter “Do you love me more than these”.  Three 
times Peter replies:  “Lord you know I love you”.  Three times Jesus 
asks Peter to demonstrate that love by loving the Church:  feed my 
sheep, feed my lambs, tend my sheep.   
 
To love God’s Church and love God’s world, God will need to grow 
in us larger hearts.  We pray that gift today for Tom and David and 
Ed and all who have been ordained in this Cathedral church. 
 
God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself and has given us 
the message of reconciliation.  
 
+Steven Sheffield  
 
 
 


